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This music was originally improvised by Phong, 5 years old, on the renaat. He is a 
member of the Thai Elephant Orchestra, a group of musical elephants living at the Thai 
Elephant Conversation Center near Lampang in northern Thailand. Conservationist 
Richard Lair and musician Dave Soldier built giant instruments for them, and they have 
recorded three CDs. 
 
 
Phong’s Solo is heard on Elephonic Rhapsodies, a 2004 CD by the Thai Elephant Orchestra 
with Richard Lair and Dave Soldier (Mulatta Records  MUL009, www.mulatta.org). 
 
 
The pianist is advised to listen to the original version for advice on interpretation. 
 
 

Version from November 4, 2012 
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Phong's Solo improvised by Phong the Elephant
transcribed by Wade Ripka

arr. Dave Soldier with Richard Lairfrom the Thai Elephant Orchestra

11.4..12 version

grace notes are played quickly
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