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Hockets and Inventions
Jor solo prano
about a half hour duration

The six Hockets follow a structure from the middle ages, each in three
parts, with a “talea” of a repeated rhythm from a pre-existing piece, with the
exception of Hocket III, which uses a tenor I wrote in the “style” of the
Neville Brothers -- and a “color” of repeating pitches: these are marked by
Latin and Arabic numbers.

The “tenors” are

Hocket I (Jodan) from an antiphon “In Exitu Israel”

Hocket II (Fuelgen) from the sequence “Fuelgen praeclara”

Hocket III (Neville) a tenor in the style of New Orleans music

Hocket IV (Otto) a ground from an Otto Luening piano invention
Hocket V (Roscoe) from Roscoe Mitchell’s Nonaah

Hocket VI (Resolution) a theme from John Coltrane’s A Love Supreme

Each Hocket is accompanied by an Invention: Inventions 1, 3, and 5 are in
two parts and Inventions 2, 4, and 6 are in three parts.

The music is a fantasy on how a tradition could have, but didn’t, develop if
the approaches of the middle ages were continued...

I first wrote these pieces (1989) for organ, and they were premiered and
recorded by Walter Hilse. The piano versions were premiered and recorded
by Steven Beck in 2011 and this version is intended to be more
straightforward to perform. The use of pedals is left to the performer for the
most part as I think that there are multiple ways to interpret the music.

Dave Soldier

New York 2019
ds43@columbia.edu
davesoldier.com
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Invention 6

Dave Soldier

Scriabinesque, strong & expressive
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