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Thung Kwian Sunrise

for (human) symphony orchestra

opus 27, 6 minutes, 2012

Dave Soldier ds43@columbia.edu




The orchestra is:

Flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, French horn, trumpet in C, trombone, percussion
(glockenspiel, snare drum, cymbals), piano, and strings

This music was originally improvised by members of the Thai Elephant Orchestra, a
group of musical elephants living at the Thai Elephant Conversation Center near
Lampang in northern Thailand.

Conservationist Richard Lair and musician Dave Soldier built giant instruments for
them, and they have recorded three CDs.

Wade Ripka transcribed the elephant’s performance, and his transcription is in smaller
size at the bottom of the orchestra parts: these are for reference, not performance.

The human orchestral arrangement is by Dave Soldier.
The original elephant version of Thung Kwian Sunrise is heard on The Thai Elephant

Orchestra, a 2001 CD by the Thai Elephant Orchestra with Richard Lair and Dave
Soldier (Mulatta Records MUL004, www.mulatta.org).

The conductor and orchestra are advised to listen to the original version for advice on
interpretation.

Version from November 17, 2012
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